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EDITORIAL 


T= NEED for a central advisory ser- 
vice on encyclopedias, subscription 
sets and various allied compends has been 
felt for many years. Not librarians only 
are in search of unbiased, informed re- 


ports of this sort, but educators, house- 
holders and booksellers are among the 
large number of petitioners who write 
to the American Library Association for 


subscription book information. The 
Massachusetts Library Club Bulletin 
and the Cumulated Bulletin of the Sub- 
scription Book Committee of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association have 
both worked toward the dissemination 
of such information. The first step 
taken by the American Library Associa- 
tion was the appointment of a committee 
under the chairmanship of Julia Ideson, 
in 1926, to survey the field and make 
recommendations. As a result of 
these recommendations, the Subscription 
Books Bulletin of the American Library 
Association now enters the field. This is 
as yet an experimental project whose 


continuance will depend on its reception 
and support. 

The Subscription Books Committee 
of the American Library Association 
works under difficulties, wishing, with 
limited facilities and curtailed time, to 
examine every set sold by subscription or 
otherwise qualifying and to furnish per- 
tinent buying information and appraisal 
of value or special usefulness. Every 
effort will be made to secure correct in- 
formation; often this is difficult or im- 
possible to obtain. Publishers of good 
sets are universally glad to submit them; 
others divulge information reluctantly, 
or in certain cases refuse to send their 
sets for examination. We will publish 
a list of the latter in a later issue, and 
hope that libraries will be able to lend us 
these volumes for examination. We also 
ask libraries to send us fugitive or 
supplementary information on sets re- 
viewed, titles that should be listed in an 
early number of this Bulletin, names of 
sets that are being “pushed” by their 
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publishers in particular localities. From 
time to time we will definitely call, 
through the columns of this Bulletin, 
for information which has eluded us. 
All reviews will be compiled from the 
opinion and experience of many libra- 
rians. 


We appreciate the fact that compar- 
ing one set with another may seem to 
place some publishers at a disadvantage 
among their fellows. We can only 
plead that we have tried to be fair and 
that this Bulletin is meant first of all as 
an aid to librarians. The most useful 
thing we can do for them is to point out 
what seems to be the best investment of 
their limited funds. We hope to be of 
some help by warning them against the 
purchase of works not suited to library 
needs and by calling attention to those 
which have proved useful in many libra- 
ries. Through libraries we hope to serve 
many teachers, principals, and superin- 
tendents, as well as individuals who are 
considering the purchase of subscription 
works for home libraries or who are be- 
ing harassed by agents to accept “with- 
out charge” a set of books on condition 
that they sign up for a “service feature” 
of uncertain value. It is hoped that 
librarians will inform their communities 
of the existence of this service, that they 
will not treat this Bulletin purely as a 
professional tool, but that they will use 
it with the public and so will accustom 
the public to look to libraries as a reliable 
source of information. If publishers 
will allow our final aim to be the lucid 
defining of a “good” subscription work, 
and will avail themselves of this honest 
criticism to bring their sets to a higher 


level of excellence, we shall ui: be hap- 
pily served in turn. 

The Subscription Books Bulletin of 
the American Library Association is 
offered at the subscription price of $1.00 
a year for four issues. Additional copies, 
35c. each; of the first issue, 50c. each. 

The American Library Association is 
not alone in its recognition of certain 
abuses in the publishing and selling of 
subscription books. The National Asso- 
ciation of Book Publishers is a forward 
looking organization alive to the needs 
of publishers and their customers. They 
also have appointed a Subscription Book 
Committee, whose chairman is Mr. 
David Beasley. He approached the A. L. 
A. Committee on Subscription Books, 
offering his cooperation and requesting 
a list of remedies for those offenses that 
have been so inconvenient to libraries 
and so discreditable to publishers. We 
publish here the suggestions formulated 
to meet that request: 


f—____________F} 


Co-operative Measures 


which publishers might take to 

eliminate those things which 

educators and the general public 

might properly criticize 
or complain of. 

Susmittep by the CommiTTzze on SuBSCRIPTION 
Booxs of the American Liprary ASSOCIATION to 
the Susscrirtion Boox Commuttez of the Na- 


TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF Book PuBiisHers at the 
request of Mr. David Beasley. 


1. Eprrors: 

Do not list as editor or collaborator. 
the name of someone who has contrib- 
uted only a few articles. 

Have articles signed, if possible; or 
indicate clearly in the list of contribu- 
tors, the extent of the contribution of 
each. 
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Dp “net choose title and firm names 
tices to confuse and gain undeserved 
prestige. 

If title is changed, say on title-page, 
“Formerly, etc.” “Also published as,” 
etc. If published in England or Canada, 
under a different title, indicate the dif- 
ferent title. 

3. PUBLISHER: 

Do not permit a jobber to put his im- 
print on a work. The public should 
always be able to ascertain the publisher 
who is responsible for a work. 

4, Epirion: 

Follow the general usage of trade 
publishers and indicate on title-page 
when a set is an edition of an older 
work or founded on some older work. 

If there are revisions, indicate in 
preface the extent of these revisions. 

Do not call a supplement a new edi- 
tion. Instead follow the general usage 
of publishers of trade books as regards 
numbering editions. 

Do not call a new printing with plate 
changes an edition. Make a clear dis- 
tinction between plate revisions, where 
certain works or lines are deleted from 
the original plates and others added; 
and re-set revisions, where new plates 
are made, necessitating new paging and 
new indexes. 

Do not, when issuing a work in its 
first and most expensive format—as, for 
instance, a “Founders edition”—claim 
that there will be no other “edition”; 
when, in reality, one or several other 
“editions” in varying format will be 
issued. 

Give on fly-leaf, or title-page, or in 
the preface, in a prominent place, the 


history of the set; for instance, if a 
later edition, give date of first and all 
succeeding editions. 

5. Date: 

Indicate on reverse of title-page all 
copyright dates. 
6. CONTENTS: 

Always include a good comprehensive 
index in a set for library use. A table 
of contents will not take the place of a 
good index. 

Librarians need good bibliographies, 
clear maps and helpful illustrations in 
works meant for reference use. 

Before spending thousands of dol- 
lars on reference sets for the use of 
libraries, go to the libraries and find out 
what is needed there. 

Do not attempt to make juvenile sets 
for the home which will be at the same 
time reference books for schools and 
public libraries—it can’t be done. 

7. BrnpInc: 

If a set is published in different bind- 
ings at different prices, the customer 
should be informed of all prices before 
purchasing the more expensive format. 
8. Sexttinc MEtuHops: . 

Do not sell the same set at varying 
prices. 

Do not use in your selling talk the 
threat, “The price will be advanced the 
first of the year,” when you have no 
certainty of advancing the price. 

Do not pretend the price is below the 
usual selling price when it is not. 

Do not pretend that set is given away 
free and that patron is only paying for 
certain expensive services. 

Do not waste the time of agents or 
librarians with selling talks or with a 
display of prospectuses, circulars and 
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testimonials. Show the work itself or 
send it on approval. 

Do not send sets on approval without 
first securing permission and arranging 
for their return. 

9. ADVERTISING: 

Let prospectus sheets and advertising 
be a true representation of the work. 

Provide salesmen with actual vol- 
umes when possible, rather than with 
“Prospectus” volume made up of leaves 
selected from the entire set and bound 
up into a mongrel and unrepresentative 
volume. 

10. Price: 

We complain that subscription sets 
are often overpriced in comparison with 
trade books having similar useful and 
attractive features. 


We recommend that the Subscription 
Books Committee of the National As- 
sociation of Book Publishers take steps 
toward having all subscription books 
entered in the U. S. Catalog and the 
Cumulative Book Index and in the Pub- 
lisher’s Trade List Annual. The in- 
quirer should be able to find there such 
information as he finds about trade 
books; authors or editors, title, the pub- 
lisher and his address, brief description 
as to number of volumes, bindings and 
size, and the prices and terms upon 
which it is sold. Prices should conform 
to listed prices. 


May Woop WiccInNTOoN, 


Chairman, Committee on Subscription 
Books American Library Association. 


Trade Practice Conference 


Subscription Book Publishers 


WasuincTon, D. C., July 31, 1924. 

At the request of the Subscription 
Book Publishers Association a trade 
practice conference was held with the 
book publishers selling books by sub- 
scription, in Washington, D. C., on 
May 20 and 21, 1924. Commissioner 
John F. Nugent presided at the confer- 
ence and was assisted by attorney H. L. 
Anderson. 

It was found that many of the pub- 
lishers who sell books by subscription 
were not members of the association. 
The association has 28 members, al- 
though the number of concerns engaged 
in this line of business outside of the 
association is probably twice that num- 
ber. An attempt was therefore made to 
ascertain the views of those outside the 


association with respect to the question 
as to whether a trade practice confer- 
ence was desired. Those publishers were 
notified of the practices which the asso- 
ciation desired to discuss at the meeting 
and were also advised that the discussion 
would not be limited to those practices 
and that other practices which publishers 
not members of the association might 
desire to present would be considered. 
Many replies were received expressing 
an interest in such a meeting, so that 
the date was set. Invitations were sent 
to all members of the industry whose 
names were furnished to the commis- 
sion. 

Thirty-one concerns were represented 
at the meeting, and it was there stated 
that they do more than the majority of 
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the volume of said business of the coun- 
try. Many other concerns expressed an 
interest in the meeting, but were unable 
to be represented. 

After a preliminary discussion of va- 
rious practices, the representatives of the 
concerns mentioned were requested to, 
and did, organize for the purpose of 
adopting resolutions by which the opin- 
ion of the trade might be registered, 
and the following resolutions, which 
have been certified by the chairman and 
secretary of the meeting, were adopted: 

1. Resolved, That we disapprove 
any editorial policy whereby the listing 
of any name as editor or contributing 
editor tends to practice deception on the 
public. 

2. Resolved, That as to all books, 
the use of only the last date of copy- 
right and eliminating all previous copy- 
right dates is condemned. 

3. Resolved, That books bound in 
_ substitutes for leather should not be rep- 
resented as being bound in levant or in 
any way which tends to carry the infer- 
ence that leather bindings are used. 

4. Resolved, That the same, or es- 
sentially the same, set of books should 
not be sold simultaneously under differ- 
ent titles; that books should never be 
sold under a title that will mislead as to 
contents or under a title which tends to 
confusion ‘with some previously pub- 
lished work. 

5. Resolved, That the marking up 
of the price of books and the use of the 
so-called “raised” contract be con- 
demned; that representing that the 
price asked is below the usual price, or 
that the price will soon be increased, 


when such is not the fact, be also con- 
demned. 

6. Resolved, That when so-called 
extension, revision or continuation ser- 
vice is offered, the contract made with 
the purchaser shall state precisely what 
the service is; that such service is sold at 
a price distinct and apart from the 
books which it is designed to keep up to 
date; that the books shall be sold at a 
stipulated price and the service shall be 
sold at a stipulated price; that in case 
such service is sold to continue over a 
period of years the service shall actually 
be furnished as promised to such sub- 
scribers without the use of coupons or 
other form of request. 

7. Resolved, That the practice of 
representing that a certain number of 
books have been set aside for advertising 
purposes, to be given free, when such is 
not the fact, is condemned; and that 
the practice of representing that a cer- 
tain number of selected persons in each 
community have been designated to se- 
cure a book or set of books, or any form 
of service, free, when such is not the 
fact, is clearly misrepresentation and is 
condemned. 

8. Resolved, That the offering of 
membership in societies, clubs and other 
organizations which, in fact, do not ex- 
ist, in connection with the sale of books 
be condemned; that a service devoted to 
the answering of inquiries, if offered, 
be represented only as such and not as 
something offered by some organization 
separate and apart from the concern 
selling the books, when such organiza- 
tion does not exist in fact and actually 
renders no such service; and the names 
of well-known authors, editors or au- 
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thorities should not be used in connec- 
tion with such offers unless they, in 
fact, actually are to answer or supervise 
the answering of the inquiries. 

9. Resolved, That the practice of 
securing agents by misleading or dis- 
honest promises or guarantees, and en- 
ticing away the agents of competitors 
by such means, be condemned, but noth- 
ing in this resolution shall be construed 
as in any way limiting the free choice 
of agents to select their own employers. 

10. Resolved, ‘That the practice of 
giving with services or sets premiums of 
_ books, service, or other objects of value 
shall not be abused by sales representa- 
tives of which the effect is to deceive 
the purchaser as to the relative values of 
the set or service as compared with the 
premium accompanying it. 

11. Resolved, That no publisher 
shall be a party to or assist in the organ- 
ization of so-called independent agents 
or dealers to sell his books by methods 
here condemned and which he as a pub- 
lisher professes himself not to use; nor 
shall a publisher sell his books to so- 
called independent agents or dealers or 
agents when he knows they are to use 
unfair or dishonest means to distribute 
the books to the public. No publisher 
shall be a party to do indirectly what he 
professes not to do directly. 

12. Resolved, That it shall be an 
unfair practice to take a name which so 
closely resembles the name of an already 
existing firm as to tend to cause confu- 
sion and mislead the public. 

13. Resolved, That all testimonials 
should be genuine and apply to the book 
or books actually offered; that generally 
the complete testimonial should be 


given; and that in cases where only a 
part is used, such part should fairly state 
the name of the writer, and in no case 
shall words, phrases, or sentences be 
taken from a testimonial and be used 
for selling purposes which when taken 
from their context have a different 
meaning from that intended by the 
writer; that public bodies, libraries or 
associations should not be advertised or 
represented as condemning a set of 
books unless advised as to the use of such 
condemnation, and unless the fact is 
that the public body, library, or associa- 
tion as such and not merely some indi- 
vidual has condemned the work and 
that no testimonial from any source 
whatsoever which has been obtained by 
purchase, gift, or honorarium be used; 
securing testimonials by such means, 
whether by more or less open or by 
subtle methods, is condemned. 

14. Resolved, That these resolutions, 
in so far as practicable, become effective 
at once, except that where any change 
in an existing edition or a book or set of 
books may be required, these resolutions 
apply to all future editions or printings. 

With the exception of resolution No. 
10, the resolutions as stated above were 
adopted by the members of the industry 
present unanimously. Attention is also 
directed to the fact that it is the inten- 
tion of the industry to put these resolu- 
tions into effect immediately. 

The above resolutions were reported 
to the commission and after considera- 
tion were received and approved. 

The concerns represented at the meet- 
ing were: 

Grolier Society, New York 
(Continued on last page) 
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Index to Reviews 


We present below a partial index to 
sources where reviews of widely known 
subscription works may be found. It is 
the plan of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee to review these and many other 
works through the medium of this Bul- 
letin; this index is included here in order 
that readers may secure information on 
works of particular interest to them 
which are not reviewed in this issue, and 
so that further opinion may be sought. 
It should be understood that the reviews 
are not necessarily recommendations. 


American Educator 
Pacific Northwest Library Association 
Cumulated 1925 
Appleton’s New Practical Cyclopedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 10:421 
Book of Knowledge 
Booklist 24 :408 
Book of Popular Science 
Booklist 24:79 
Book of Rural Life 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 22:276 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Boys’ and Girls’ Bookshelf 
P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 
Catholic Encyclopedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Chambers’ Encyclopaedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
Chronicles of America 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 19:14 
Standard catalog for high school libraries 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 19:298 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
Standard catalog for high school libraries 


Dictionary of American Biography 
Booklist 25:209 
Book Review Digest, April, 1929 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Encyclopedia Americana 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 12:494; 17:223 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 14th ed. 
Book Review Digest, December, 1929 
Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 16:258; 18:306 
Book Review Digest, February, 1918; 
September, 1919 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Everyman Encyclopaedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Jewish Encyclopaedia 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
Kindergarten Children’s Hour 
P.N.L. A. Bulletin 14 
Library of American History from the 
Discovery of America to the Pres- 
ent Time 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 14 
Lincoln Library of Essential Informa- 
tion 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 22:4; 25:87 
Master Library 
Booklist 22 :313 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 12 
My Bookhouse 
Booklist 20 :342 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 14 
P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 
Mythology of All Races 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Booklist 15 and ff 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
National Cyclopedia of American Biog- 
raphy 
A. L. A. Catalog 1926 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, Sth ed. 
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Nature Library 

A. L. A. Catalog 1926 

Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
New Champlin Cyclopedia for Young 

Folks 

A. L. A. Catalog 1926 

Booklist 21:159; 22:335 

Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
New Human Interest Library 

P. N. L. A. Bulletin 18 
New International Encyclopedia 

A. L. A. Catalog 1926 

Booklist 21:256 

Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 

Standard catalog for high school libraries 
New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 

Religious Knowledge 

A. L. A. Catalog 1926 

Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
New Teachers and Pupils’ Cyclopaedia 

P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 
Outline of Knowledge 

P. N. L. A. Bulletin 16 


Pageant of America 

Booklist 23 and ff 

Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 
Progressive Reference Library 

P. N. L. A. Bulletin 17 


Source Book 
P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 


Standard Dictionary of Facts 
P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 


Standard Reference Work for the 
Home, School and Library 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 12 
P. N. L. A. Cumulated 1925 
Volume Library 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 13 
World Book, 1927 ed. 
Mudge, Guide to reference books, 5th ed. 


Young Folks Treasury 
P. N. L. A. Bulletin 14 


Points for judging encyclopedias, from the 
Mudge Guide to reference books, fifth edition, 
were to be included in this issue, but were 
crowded out by lack of space. 


A Short Bibliography on 
Subscription Books 
Hopces. Subscription books in libraries. 

Libraries 33:517, Dec. 1928. 

Kerr. Subscription books. Library 
Journal 54:9-13, Jan. 1, 1929. 

LinpsLEY. Some good advice on sub- 
scription books. Wéisconsin Library 
Bulletin 25:110, Apr. 1929. 

Mupce. Encyclopedias. In her Guide 
to reference books, 5th ed. A. L. A., 
1929. 

Paciric NortHwest Lisrary Asso- 
CIATION SUBSCRIPTION Book Com- 
MITTEE. Evaluation of subscription 
books. Booklist 18:292, May, 1922. 

STOCKBRIDGE. Books nobody knows. 
Bookman 67:277, May, 1928. 

Subscription books problem. Library 
Journal 53:556, June 15, 1928. 

Wuirtcoms. Problem of subscription 
books. 4. L. A. Bulletin 22:443-44. 
Papers and Proceedings, September, 
1928. 

Readers are invited to suggest other 
articles of sufficient importance to be 
listed in the Bulletin. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permission 
of the American Library Association. No 
pronouncements made in this Bulletin can 
be considered official pronouncements of 
the American Library Association. Offi- 
cial pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associ- 
ation. Obviously no such action has been 
secured or sought in matters pertaining to 
the evaluation of subscription books. No 
opinion expressed herein can therefore be 
cited as “an official endorsement” of the 
American Library Association. 
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Reviews 


America: Great crises in our history 
told by its makers; A library of origi- 
nal sources. 12v. 608 S. Dearborn 
St., Chicago, Americanization depart- 
ment, Veterans of foreign wars, 
1925. $69. 

A chronological account of great 
crises in our history, quoted from origi- 
nal documents and the best historical au- 
thorities. The purpose of the publishers 
was to make a source book of American 
history treated from a human stand- 
point, and to stimulate a patriotic and 
enthugiastic interest. Although this is 
not a true source book, including as it 
does, excerpts, not always from source 
material, but from standard writers of 
history, such as Irving and Fiske, it lives 
up to its claim of giving a dramatic and 
readable record of our history. The con- 
tents are well chosen for interest; there 
is a paragraph at the beginning of each 
chapter that gives a good summary of 
the period covered; the spelling and 
punctuation of old records and journals 
have been modernized in the interest of 
clarity and comfort; and it combines a 
not too formidable scholarship with an 
appeal to popular taste. In checking it 
over, it was found to be accurate. We 
noted a few typographical errors; and in 
some cases, when the article quoted had 
been abridged, there were no marks of 
omission to indicate where material had 
been omitted. There are no bibliogra- 
phies, and in the Aaron Burr incident, 
for example, only Hamilton’s side was 
given. It lacks the dignity and charm of 
the Chronicles of America. Harper’s 


encyclopedia of United States history 
gives quicker reference help. Libraries 
having the Old South Leaflets and the 
New Larned history for ready reference 
need not buy it. The Readers’ Adviser 
in one library reports that she finds it of 
great use, and it has been found very 
helpful for high school and women’s 
club work. It is too expensive for the 
small library. The larger libraries will 
not only have the original writings 
which make up the set, but also a num- 
ber of United States histories just as 
readable and more up to date, which can 
be bought for one-tenth to one-half the 
price. Not indispensable but worth while 
if purchased at second-hand. 

American educator; ed. by Ellsworth 
D. Foster. 10v. 4750 Sheridan Rd., 
Chicago, Bellows- Durham, 1929. 
$49.50. Published in Canada as 
Dominion educator. 

Although the title-page of an issue 
being sold in the fall of 1929 reads 
1928, and its reverse reads c1928, with 
no hint of another date, this set was pub- 
lished in 1920 and a representative of 
the publishers told us it is now in its 
fourth edition. Its articles are older 
than that, for many of them are taken 
from the New practical reference 
library, which was being sold in 1914, 
and upon which this set was built. Many 
items checked were not brought up to 
date. ‘To mention only one, under Den- 
ver, University of, we find Warren 
Academy mentioned as one of the de- 
partments. There has been no Warren 
Academy for many years. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





10 SusscriPTION Booxs BuLLETIN 





The publishers assure us that the later 
editions will comply with our standards, 
and give all copyright dates; but we re- 
main to be assured that all information 
will be brought up to date. 

This encyclopedia is represented as 
useful for grade school children, too 
young to use the World book. Upon 
comparison we find many of the articles 
are verbatim like those in the World 
book (indicating a common source), and 
some are in more difficult language. 
The World book appears to cover at 
least a third more subjects. Our atten- 
tion was called to the “projects.” These 
“projects” are simply catch subjects ar- 
ranged for teachers, with pictures, col- 
ored distribution maps, questions and 
answers, etc. These questions and an- 
swers may be well thought out, and may 
be useful in the school room, where the 
teacher has to depend on such aids; but 
they should be given no space in an en- 
cyclopedia. The reviewer questions the 
usefulness of these features in a library. 
For instance, under the general subject 
Biography, one finds a didactic essay, be- 
yond the comprehension of the average 
child, followed by the characteristics of 
Washington. Under the subject Arith- 
metic, one finds a condensed textbook, 
with problems. Are these needed in an 
encyclopedia? 

As usual with sets of this kind, it is 
sold with a loose leaf extension that 
comes out twice a year. The experience 
of librarians everywhere points to the 
conclusion that loose leaf service is both 
unsatisfactory and a nuisance. In this 
case the purchaser must send a coupon 
and fifty cents for each extension. Not 
recommended. 


Book of popular science: the wonders 
of modern discovery, the triumphs of 
inventive genius, the story of all cre- 
ated things and the world they live in. 
I5v. 2 W. 45th St., New York, 
Grolier Society, 1924. $69.50. 
The title-page says this is edited by a 

group of “distinguished scientists,” but 
no names of these distinguished scien- 
tists are given. It is a scattered collection 
of scrappy material, most of which can 
easily be found elsewhere. Each volume 
contains nearly all of the same groups, 
the Universe, the Earth, Life, Plant 
life, Animal life, Man, Health, Power, 
Industry, Biography, etc.; so that mate- 
rial on each subject is scattered through 
all volumes. There are many illustra- 
tions such as appear in popular maga- 
zines, many photographs, and a few col- 
ored plates. The articles are not care- 
fully enough prepared to compare with 
an encyclopedia and not up to date 
enough to compare with a magazine like 
Popular Mechanics. While a well- 
stocked library can have no actual need 
for this set, if picked up second-hand at 
a bargain its enjoyment by men and boys 
might justify the purchase. The expe- 
rience in a small pvblic library is that it 
has been used only for its pictures, 
although several junior and senior high 
schools report that it has stimulated an 
interest in the study of science. Recom- 
mended only where supplementary ma- 
terial is needed. 


Book of rural life; knowledge and in- 
spiration, a guide to the best in mod- 
ern living; ed. by Edward M. Tuttle. 
10v. 4750 Sheridan Road, Chicago, 
Bellows Reeve, 1925. $69.50. 





~~ 
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An encyclopedic arrangement of ar- 
ticles whose scope is much broader than 
the title of the work would indicate. 
We quote from the Proceedings of the 
Illinois Library Association, 1928: 
“The Book of rural life has required six 
years of preparation by a painstaking 
staff of recognized specialists in each 
field, who have sincerely aimed to ac- 
complish a definite piece of work. Its 
articles are written and signed by au- 
_ thorities, its style is simple and clear, and 
the scope of its special field is broad,” 
including science, agriculture, home- 
making, health and recreation, civic and 
business problems, and character build- 
ing. It is well organized, well arranged 
alphabetically and attractively made, is 
an excellent reference work for public 
libraries and most useful as an aid in ele- 
mentary and secondary school work. It 
would be an asset in a rural home. The 
reference departments of the three city 
libraries reporting state that it is used 
and well liked. A Canadian library re- 
ports that its articles on Canada are good, 
not a usual feature in United States 
publications. The librarian of one state 
agricultural college reports that it is not 
used because students and faculty prefer 
to go direct to the federal and state bul- 
letins. The actual experience of one 
library in a farming community is that 
the farmer has not the time or inclina- 
tion to consult a reference book. Here 
the librarian supplies lists of bulletins, 
and the farmer prefers to write for these 
rather than consult a reference set in the 
library. The agricultural teacher in a 
consolidated high school advised this 
librarian to buy separate books on agri- 
culture rather than this work. We con- 


clude, however, that this is an excellent 

work with a definite field of usefulness. 

Recommended where it can be afforded 

at this price. 

Book trails for baby feet; ed. by Renée 
B. Stern and O. Muiriel Fuller. 8v. 
180 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
Shepard and Lawrence, 1928. School 
ed. $38; home ed. $45. 

A well selected and well graded col- 
lection of stories and poems planned to 
interest school children and to introduce 
literature to them. It contains a pleasing 
selection of poetry and myths and folk- 
lore gathered from sixty countries and 
not found in many collections. There is 
valuable material for storytelling, and 
the index will help librarians find stories 
and poems by subject. The aim of the 
editors has been to group material in 
each volume around a central theme ap- 
propriate to the age interest of the chil- 
dren for whom the volume has been 
planned. A distinct moral tone is ap- 
parent. Librarians will feel that, while 
many sagas and classic tales must be re- 
told, such stories as Kari the elephant 
and Doctor Dolittle should be given to 
children in their entirety. The set is 
attractive, printed in very large type 
with many illustrations which vary in 
quality. The plan has been to “grade” 
the illustrations, rather than have them 
interpret the text. Most of the material 
is already available in a well selected 
library; if it is not, the $38.00 should be 
spent toward building up the collection. 
While not needed in either home or 
library where good books are available, 
such a set would fill a purpose in a home 
where children would otherwise have no 
access to good literature. (My book- - 
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house has more of the old favorites.) 

The material dealing with modern life 

is mediocre, about on a par with that in 

contemporary children’s magazines. 

There is a volume for each of the eight 

grades, and the last volumes are the most 

useful. Not recommended for library 
purchase. 

Circle of knowledge. 522 Fifth Ave., 
New York, American educational 
association, 1928. $9.90. 

A one volume handbook of general 
information. We are informed that it 
has not proved very useful either in a 
library or in country schools where it 
was largely sold. The index does not 
cover all points in the tables, which are 
its best feature. The table of contents 
is the only clue to some of this material. 
Since the table of contents does not give 
page number, it is exceedingly difficult 
to find the table wanted. To give you an 
example of how unsatisfactory it is, the 
section called the Child World contains 
the Story of Peter Pan, reduced to less 
than three pages. No mention of Sir 
J. M. Barrie is made, and we could not 
find it at all through the index. Not 
recommended. 

Classroom teacher; ed. by Milo B. 
Hillegas and Thomas H. Briggs, with 
an introduction by William F. Rus- 
sell, dean of Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University. 13v. 104 S. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, Classroom 
teacher, inc.,c1927. $69.50. 

An excellent and practical teaching 
aid. Many of the leading men of the 
teaching world have contributed to it, 
and all up-to-date educational subjects 
are well covered. These include admin- 
istrative problems, curriculum subjects, 


classroom organization and record keep- 
ing. Volumes 1-9 cover the primary 
grades; volumes 10-12, the junior high 
school; volume 13 is a general index. 
The set may be purchased in separate 
units: Primary, vols. 1-5 and index; 
Intermediate, vols. 1, 6, 8, 9, and index; 
Junior high, vols. 1, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 
index. Each of these three units is priced 
at $32.50. The set contains many clear 
and helpful illustrations to be used in 
the classroom, and a few small illustra- 
tive maps. There are adequate bibliog- 
raphies and a complete dictionary index. 
Pedagogical libraries report that teachers 
like it and use the set constantly. The 
contents of the whole set are given in 
the front of each volume, but constant 
use of the index is necessary. Desirable 
in a school or large public library. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica: a new sur- 
vey of universal knowledge. 14th ed. 
24v. 342 Madison Ave., New York, 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., 1929. 

Library ed. $129.50; trade ed. 

$129.50-$325.00. 

It is impossible to review the new 
Fourteenth Edition of the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica without becoming en- 
thusiastic. The editors and publishers 
have gone so far toward meeting the 
rigid requirements of librarians in mak- 
ing this set a thoroughly up-to-date, 
scholarly, and usefully arranged refer- 
ence work, and have been so careful in 
selection and quality of illustrations and 
maps in choice of format, type, and 
binding, that we think their efforts de- 
serve our frank acknowledgment. The 
paper, while high in rag content, ruffles 
badly at ends of volumes, according to 
reports from several libraries. Any one 


so 
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who has not yet seen these volumes can 
get an accurate picture of their contents 
in the extensive reviews of Allan Nevins 
and President Angell of Yale in the 
Saturday Review of Literature for Oc- 
tober 12 and November 9; of Frank H. 
Chase, Reference Librarian of the Bos- 
ton Public Library, in the Atlantic 
Monthly, and that of Carl Van Doren 
in the New York Herald-Tribune 
Books for October 13. The Book Re- 
view Digest of December, 1928, gives a 
useful summary of reviews. The Book- 
list, January, 1930, says: 


“The first complete revision since 1911. 
Maintains the high tradition of earlier edi- 
tions, although its field has been greatly 
widened and articles and bibliographies show 
that the work has been simplified, made more 
popular and more usable. There are thousands 
of excellently selectd and reproduced new 
illustrations. The paper, while thin, is of 
good quality and high rag content. Now ‘re- 
made for the English-speaking world’; the de- 
partmental editors are about equally divided 
between Great Britain and the United States, 
and in many, if not in all, subjects a fine bal- 
ance has been maintained. Its up-to-dateness is 
revealed not only in dates and figures and new 
subjects, but in its recognition of the changing 
attitudes of the day. Public librarians con- 
sulted have been unanimous in their approval. 
Opinion of high school librarians appears to 
be that, while the new Britannica is a fine 
addition to a high school collection, and in 
science and civics the best, there is still need in 
school libraries for a simpler encyclopedia 
when only one can be afforded.” 


The Committee on Subscription 
Books, interested as it is, not only in the 
contents and editing of reference sets, 
but in their advertising and selling, re- 
grets the fact that the use of overstate- 
ment and commercial phrasing in the 
advertising had led librarians to fear that 
the Fourteenth Edition had suffered in 
quality. Recommended. 


Lincoln library of essential informa- 
tion; an up-to-date manual for daily 
reference; ed. by M. J. Kinsella. 
Lafayette Bldg., Buffalo, N. Y., 
Frontier Press, c1924-29. 2174p. 
$15.50. 


This one-volume handbook contains, 
in addition to its 2174 pages of fine, 
clear print, one hundred full-page plates 
and twelve departmental tables of con- 
tents, making a total of 2286 pages. It 
contains more information than can be 
found in many 10-volume encyclo- 
pedias. The material is grouped in 
twelve departments and made available 
for quick reference by an index con- 
taining 22,000 entries. There is also a 
list of various small dictionary sections, 
such as a dictionary of musical terms, 
dictionary of abbreviations, etc., and a 
list of the many tabulations embodied in 
the text, which makes these features 
more usable than they generally are in 
such compilations. While no one-vol- 
ume publication can take the place of an 
encyclopedia, this one has been very use- 
ful as a supplementary handbook in 
many libraries. It is carefully planned 
and edited, is easy to use, and its excel- 
lent index overcomes the criticism ex- 
pressed against other one-volume hand- 
books. Recommended. 


Lives of game animals; an account of 
those land animals in America, north 
of the Mexican border, which are 
considered “game,” either because 
they have held the attention of sports- 
men, or received the protection of 
law; Ernest Thompson Seton. 4v. in 
8. Garden City, N. Y., Garden City 
Pub. Co., 1929 (c1908-1928) $40. 





oo 
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An exhaustive treatment, bringing to- 
gether not only the observations of a 
lifetime, but a wealth of detail from the 
records of farmers, hunters, mammolo- 
gists and other scientists. Full technical 
detailsSbout one hundred animals are 
presented in most readable fashion, in- 
cluding information on race, range, 
numbers, haunts, habits, enemies. Scien- 
tific descriptions are followed by de- 
lightful anecdotes told with the author’s 
inimitable humor and sympathy. Many 
stories are authenticated; others, he cau- 
tions the reader, are added because they 
are interesting or unusual. A book for 
the reader who wants authoritative data 
that are not too overwhelming, as well 
as for the scientist, who will find in it a 
source book of accurate and well ar- 
ranged facts. There are fine bibliogra- 
phies referring to recognized authorities 
in books, magazines, and government 
documents. The 50 maps, giving the 
range of the various animals, have been 
checked with the Biological Survey. 
The 1500 illustrations include photo- 
graphs taken by well-known nature pho- 
tographers. The many drawings from 
the author’s pen are charming and spir- 
ited examples of animal portrayal and 
are often humorous and whimsical. It 
has been especially enjoyed by men and 
boys. Recommended to any library that 
can afford it, and a worth-while extrava- 
gance for the library that cannot quite 
afford it. 

Mythology of all races; ed. by Louis 
Herbert Gray; consulting ed., George 
Foote Moore. 13v. v. 2, 4, 5, 8, 13 
not yet published. 212 Summer St., 
Boston, Marshall Jones co., 1916—. 
$8 per vol. 


A most important and comprehensive 
collection. It is published under the 
auspices of the Archeological Institute 
of America, and each section is written 
by a competent authority. These have 
been wisely chosen for their sound schol- 
arship and their ability to write interest- 
ingly. For many races this is the only 
satisfactory and well balanced exposition 
in English of their mythological, ethno- 
logical, and philological inheritance. 
The volumes on North American and 
Latin American Indians are especially 
valuable. Because each volume is the 
expression, not only of facts, but of the 
author’s opinions and theory, the set 
lacks the continuity of argument and the 
individual point of view that makes 
Frazer’s Golden bough such fascinating 
reading. There is an abundance of bib- 
liographies and notes and cross-refer- 
ences. It is readable but limited in its 
use by its scholarliness. Small libraries 
are advised to buy first Harper’s diction- 
ary of classical literature and antiquities, 
by Harry Thurston Peck; Classic myths 
in English literature and in art, by 
Charles Mills Gayley; and the one 
volume edition of the Golden bough by 
Sir J. G. Frazer. Recommended to 
large libraries. 

New century book of facts; a hand- 
book for ready reference; ed. by C. 
D. and H. A. White. lv. 419 Na- 
tional exchange bank bldg., Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., Continental publishing 
co, 1928, 1909-28. $10.50; 
$11.50; $13.50; $16.50. 

A 1909 edition was edited by Henry 
W. Ruoff; a 1912 edition by C. D. 
Wright, published by the King-Richard- 
son Co.; a 1926 edition was edited by 
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C. D. Wright and brought out by the 
present publisher. 

A handbook, intermediate between 
dictionary and encyclopedia and lacking 
the virtues of either. It contains many 
handy tables that the general reader en- 
joys poring over, but when the busy 
librarian wants ready reference help she 
does not find it. It is arranged in 15 
departments by broad general subjects 
that are divided and subdivided until 
only the index makes them available. 
The index refers to page only, and it 
often requires a long search through fine 
print to find a desired item. When 
found, it is sometimes too scanty to be 
of use. The illustrations are not helpful 
and the maps too small and lack the key 
for which they were evidently planned. 
For practical use in a busy reference 
room it has. proved very unsatisfactory. 
Not recommended. ‘ 


Standard dictionary of facts. Lafay- 
ette Bldg., Buffalo, N. Y., Frontier 
press co., 1928. $9.00. 

Mostly old material, first published 
some years ago, and now superseded by 
the Lincoln library of essential informa- 
tion. Not recommended. 


Volume library lv. 303 Sth Ave., 
New York, Educators’ association, 
1928c1909-28. $10-$17. 

Not an alphabetical encyclopedia; but 

a compilation of many curious tables and 

handbooks. Each of these sections is too 

small to be of real use. For instance, 
the atlas section has maps too small to 
read and with no adequate index to 
places located on the maps. There are 
many small dictionaries in the various 
sections, a multiplex dictionary, a dic- 


tionary of myths, a dictionary of pseudo- 
nyms, etc. The index in the back is so 
inadequate that it is impossible to find 
much of the material hidden away in 
these sections. For instance, Lucas 
Malet is listed in the dictionary of pseu- 
donyms, but neither Malet nor Harrison 
appears in the index. One must guess 
that this is a pseudonym, and looking 
under that word in the index find that 
this particular small dictionary appears 
on p. 161. We looked under half a 
dozen names listed and could find only 
one in the index, George Eliot. 

The general confusion is added to by 
the fact that the pictures sometimes have 
no relation to the text at hand; and there 
is no clue in text, index, or picture as to 
why these rather poor illustrations were 
included. On p. 355 we find a picture 
of the Valley of the Kings, between an 
article on Australia and one on Asia. 
Half an hour’s search failed to give us 
any information about the valley or 
where it is located. On one page, one of 
the three illustrations of Athens is a pic- 
ture of a modern stadium that might be 
in any modern city. All the pictures are 
poorly printed. On p. 327 are pictures 
of coal mining, so dim that one cannot 
make them out. 

The most casual examination reveals 
inaccuracies. To cite one mistake: on 
p. 561 we find Rupert Hughes the author 
of Love affairs of great magicians. We 
presume this should read Love affairs of 
great musicians. This mistake is the 
more surprising because Rupert Hughes 
is one of the three editors of the Fine 
Arts Section of the Volume library. To 
mention the Fine Arts Section is to de- 
plore the illustrations, so badly blurred 
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that the features, to call attention to 
only one, on Houdon’s Voltaire, do not 
show at all. 


This volume was intended for the 
farm home having no other reference 
material; and it seems tragic that some- 
thing better has not been available for 
these homes. We know of no other one 
volume encyclopedia available at the 
lowest price of this one, $10. The New 
century book facts, at $11.50 is better. 
The Lincoln library at $15.50 is much 


better. Not recommended. 


World book encyclopedia; modern, 
pictorial, comprehensive; ed. by M. 
V. O'Shea. 13v. 154 E. Erie st., 
Chicago, Quarrie, 1917-1930. Pre- 
publication price, $62.50. 


Librarians will want to know to what 
extent the World book has been revised. 
The new edition is expanded to twelve 
volumes, and a thirteenth volume, a 
Reader’s Guide, is planned. This will 
be, we understand, a topical index. Six 
volumes have appeared and the last six 
are expected by spring. Most of the ar- 
ticles have been rewritten at least in part 
and adequately revised. Much new ma- 
terial has been added. Upon comparison 
with the 1928 edition, we find eight 
new subjects introduced in ten pages 
chosen at random. There has been a cer- 
tain amount of rearrangement and re- 
grouping of material under new head- 
ings. Many more cross references have 
been introduced. Maps and illustrations 
are more numerous and are clearly 
printed, well chosen and helpful. ‘She 
state maps are reproductions of those in 
the Hammond New world loose leaf 
atlas. It still holds its place as an aid for 


school work, although, on the whole, the 
subject matter seems to be treated in a 
more mature manner than in the old edi- 
tion. The new edition can be used not 
only as a children’s encyclopedia, but as 
a simple popular encyclopedia for adults. 
Recommended. 


(Continued from page 6) 
University Society, New York 
National Home and School Association, 
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William H. Wise and Company, New York 
Doubleday, Page and Company, 
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Williams and Wilkins Company, 
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National Association of Book Publishers 
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Austin Jenkins Company, Washington, 
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Nelson-Doubleday, Garden City, N. Y. 
Midland Press, Chicago 
Parke, Austin and Lipscomb, New York 
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Dodd, Mead and Company, New York 
Historical Publishing Company, 
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John Rudin and Company, Chicago 
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Review of Reviews Corporation, New York 
Rand-McNally and Company, Chicago 
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The Subscription Books Committee 
is not assured that all firms committed 
to these proposals are living up to their 
agreement. 
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